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From Defiances to Celebrations: Commencing the Political
Ladder with Trimotor Company and Drexel Investigations

Saffi Jean

Abstract—This paper examines the nuanced ways in which individuals
navigate the political ladder by analyzing the experiences of employees at
Trimotor Company and Drexel Investigations. Utilizing a qualitative research
design, the study draws on in-depth interviews and participant observation
to explore the processes through which individuals transition from a position
of defiance to one of celebration within the context of corporate politics.
The findings suggest that the trajectory of political engagement is not
straightforward, but rather influenced by multiple factors, including the
individual’s personal characteristics, organizational culture, and broader
societal norms. Moreover, our analysis highlights the importance of agency
in political maneuvering, with individuals drawing on a range of strategies,
from strategic networking to active resistance, to advance their political
goals. Overall, this study contributes to our understanding of the complex
ways in which power operates within organizations and offers insights
for organizational leaders and employees seeking to navigate the political
landscape.
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